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Chalets d’Ecuelle, 1872 m,
commune de Passy (Haute Savoie)
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Traces of Bronze
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Lake sediment may have archived some environmental
variables (climate, trophic state, pollutant inputs, erosion etc.)

Their study may thus bring useful information to evaluate the
effect of past land-use and the efficiency of
management policies

From a scientific point of view, such a “retro-obse rvation” is
crucial to assess the intensity and kinetics of glo bal changes
compared to a measured (i.e. non-hypothetical )
“reference state”
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Time-span: 150 years
It relies on a pluridisciplinary approach of lake sediment

studies (biology, molecular biochemistry, geochemistry,
sedimentology).

All of radiometric data have been/will be acquired at the LSM
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August 2005 intense rainfall event in Switzerland: Not necessarily an
analog for strong convective events in a greenhouse climate

Martin Beniston'

The Summer Flooding 2005 in Southern Bavaria —

[1] Thei K ., .
A Climatological Review
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While exg J. Grieser, C. Beck, B. Rudolf
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Major flood disasters in Europe: 1950-2005

José 1. Barredo

A probabilistic view on the August 2005 floods in the upper Rhine
catchment

S, Jaunl, B. Aln'ensi, A, ‘Vﬁh?lj, T. Ewenl. and C. Schir?

Linking extreme climate events and economic impacts:
~ 40 peop|e killed Examples from the Swiss Alps
Several bl”lon EurOS Martin Beniston

Chair for Climate Research, University of Geneva, Site de Battelle/ D, 7, Route de Drize, CH-1227 Carouge, Geneva, Switzerland
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- 20th century : 4 Current climatic change will

- F,‘ c potentially result in increasing
2005 the stron tOFreNtIal floods intensities in
mountain areas
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A new European pro;ect s Under. construgtionin the aim-of helpmg ¢
'managers-of alpine proteeted’areas’to establish-the current stafe’oiss
Water Masses wrth regard to-thete recent evolutron Ay

We are blocked by fundamental questions (dates!! but not only..)
which should be solved by further collaboration with the LSM

Need of joint fundamental projects to make
current tools better and to discover new ones
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